
181 

. l{r Gn~e moved that the Senate adjotm1 until half-pnst lhreo 
o'clock, P. M.; lost. , 

On motion of Mr. Pa~chnl, the Senate ndjourned until to-mor-
row morning nt 9 o'clock. 1 

" 
THURSDAY, December 15, 1853. 

rl'hc Senate was cnlled lo order pursuant to adjournment-
prayer by the Chaplain-roll called-quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday wus read and ado;,te.d. 
Mr. Mc Dade presented the petition of Jesse B. Atkinson, ask

ing for land; referred to the committee on Privale, Land Claims. 
Mr. Bryan presented the petilion of J. J. Linn, for relief; re-

ferred to the committee on Public Debt. . 
Mr. Hart, chairman of the committee.on Privnte Land Clnims1 

to whom was referred the petition of ~arl Pierce and others, re
ported back to the Senate the following bill : 

A bit l lpr the relief of Earl Pierce and others; read first time. 
Mr. McDnde, chairman of the committee on Connties and 

County Boundaries, to whom was referred a bill creating the 
county of Lafayette, reported.the same back to lhe Senate,, and 
recomtnen--led its passage with the following amendments: 

Strike out" Lafayette," wherever it occurs in the bill, and in
sert c, Sherman;" also, strike out "Fayetteville," wherever it oc-
curs, and insert "--." · 

Mr. Paschal, chairman of the committee on Internal lmprove
lllents, made the folfowing report; 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re
ferred !l bill to incorporate the Jefferson Railroad Company,. have 
Considered the same, and I am instructed 10 report said bill back, 
and to recommend its passaO'e with the following amendments, 
to Wit ; . " 
. Strike ont section 16 to the proviso, the same being contained 
1~ the general law regulating railroad companies. Let the pro
\'lso to section 16 be addet:.l to section 15. Nu!nber sections 17, 
~8, 19 and 20, respectively 16, 17, 18 and 19. Also, amend sec
tion 19, by striking (lUL "five," in second line, and insert•' three/ 
IIOd •trike out'' ten,'' in third.line, and insert" five." ' 
· Yonr committeEl have also considered a bill supplementary to 

an net to atmmd an act to incorporate the B11/falo Bayou, Brnzos 
an~ Colorado Railroad Compnny, npprove<l fanuary 29, A. D. 
~S;:i3, ~nd I nm instructed to r~port said Lill bacJ.:, nnd recommend 
1t3 pnss.-go without umcn<l,mnt. 
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Mr. :rnschnl, chnirmnn nf the select commitlee, to whom wa! 
referred a bill ei.tend ing the time for the return of field-notes of 
·claimants to land in Fisher & Miller's Colony, and in Castro's 
Colony, reported the samE, back, aucl recommended it~ passage. 

Mr. Paschal, chairman of the select committee, to whom was 
referred a bill supplementary to au act to secure to the German 
Et11igration Compa!]y ond theii- colonists the lands to which they 
,ure entitled, and to adjust tlw liabilities of said company, ap
proved January 21st, 1850, reported the same bnck to the Senate 
,and ·recommeuded its. pnssagr'l. 

M•r. Guinn, from the .committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
the following bills correctly engrossei:l: 

A bill regulating jL;stices' courts in the city of San Antonio; 
A bill to incorporate San Antonio Lodge, No. 11, of the Ind~

pendent Order of Odd Fellows; and 
A bill to provide for the sale of the fu rnitnre of the Old Capitol, 

and the boxes which contain~d the new fttrniture. · 
Mr. Edwards intrnduced a bill making appropriations for thu 

1mprovement of the rh·ers of the State ; read first time. 
Mr. Millican introduced a bill for the relief of William D110-

.Jap; read first time. 
Mr. Scott introduced a~bill for the transfer of certain moneys 

therein named ; read first Lime. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The following bills were severally read n third time and 

pussed; 
House bill to incorporate the Mound Prairie Institute; passed 

by a constitutional majority ; . 
A bill to provide for the sale of the furniture qf the Old Cap1-

tol, and the boxes which contained the new furniture; 
Honse l:,ill authorizing the Commissif)ner of the General Lnn1· 

office to appoint additionril drnftsmen and assistant clerks to his 
-department, and to fix the salaries of the CommissioDer and all 
,under his control ; and 

A bill regulating jnstices' comts in the city of San Antonio. 
The following bills severally read a thi rd time and passed by 

constitutional mnjorities: 
A bill to incorporate San Antonio Lodge, No. 11, of the Jnde• 

pendent Order of Odd Fellows ; and · 
House bill lo incorporate Anson Lodge, No. 29, I. 0. 0, F. 
On motion of Mr. Hill, tt bill for the relief of John F isher and 

Reuben Fisher wns taken from. the table, and plnccd among the 
orders of the day. 



1S3 

A bill for the relief of the heirs flf John 'l'anner; read seeond 
time and ordered to be engrossed. · 

A bill c'onferring power on connty courts to establish q11arn11• 
tine regulation~; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bryan, 
referrlMI to the cummiuee on the J ~1diciary. 

A bill lo regulate the practice of dental surgery iii the State 
or Texas; read second time, ar,d, on motion of Mr. Holland-, re
ferred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to incorporate the Rio Grande and Texas Iusutance· 
Company; read second ti.me, and, on motion of Mr. Scarborough,. 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. · 

A rQessage was received from the House, reporting to theSen
ttle lhe adoption of a resolution by the House, appointing Messrs .. 
'l'ravis, Bee, McCulloch, llourland, Charlton, Holland and Lewis
e committee to make suitable arrangements for the inauguration, 
1>fthe Governor and Lieutenant-Governor elect. 

A bill nuthorizing titles and patents to be cancelled in certain, 
cases; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Durst, referred! 
to the committee on the Judiciary . 
. A bill concerning writs of error, with the report of the Judi•· 

c1a,y committee, recommending an amendment thereto; read· 
and amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Paschal, the bill wns laid on the table .. 
On motion of Mr. Kyle, a bill to fix: and estahl ish the annu11r 

salaries of the officers of this State, was taken from the table and, 
placed among the orders of the day. 

Honse bill .for the relief of America Elkins ; read third time 
and passed. · 

A bill to incorporate Jackson Division, No. 9, Sons of Telh• 
(lerance; read and passed lo a third reading. -

Report of the commitu~e on State Affairs, to whom was refer. 
red the report of the Secretary of State, recommending the re• 
ference of the same to the committee on Finance; rend and,, 
~~- . 

A bill to legalize the nets of W. B. M. Nicholson, as District; 
Clerk: of Hi!l County ; read second time and ordered to be'en-• 
trossed. 
·. Report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, on the peti~ 
~ton of Johns. Hodges, asking pay for a horse, &c., recommend· 
Ing that the relief sougnt should not be granted; adopted. 

A bill to encourage the construction of railroads, by a loan of 
~he school fund, being the sub~titute offe_red by the ~ommittee oo. 
11.ternal Improvements for a bill to provide for the 1nvooment of 
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$300,000 of the public funds und encourage Inlcrrinl Improve-
ments; read. , 

On motior1 of Mr. I<yle, 200 copies of said s11bstitute were or
dered to be printed, u11d it made the special order of the day for 
l\1ondny lilt: 19th inst. 

A bill for the relief of persons therein named; read, and, on 
motion of J'ilr. Jowers, lui<l on the table. 

A Lill to enconroge thB constrnction of railroads in Texas br 
donntions of land ; nmd. 

Thl\ amendment offered by Mr. Guinn, proposing t-o strike out 
"S00 sections," and insert" 400 sections," was rejected. 

Mr. Pasclrnl offered the following amendment, to come in• at 
the end ofsecDnd section: 

Pro-vMed, That no application for a survey of land under the 
provisions of this act shall be made for more than six months be
fore the completion of such sect.ion; and if said section be not 
comrlcted, and notice _thereof given ~s h_emin provided, within 
six months _from the nme of the apphcl\llon, then snch land ap
plied for shall become subject to location and entry as if no such 
application had heen made; adopted. 

Mr. Potter offored the following amendment: 
Add to lnst sectio11 : Provided, That no person or company 

shall receive any donation or benefit under the provisions of thi~ 
:ict, unless they shall construct and complete at least twenty-five 
miles of the road contemplated by their charter, within two years 
a~er the passage of this act; and snch donations shall be discon· 
tinued in every case where the company or companies shall not 
construct and complete at least twenty-five miles of thP, road con
templated by ~heir charter ench rear after the construction of 
said first-ment.1011etl twenty-five n11les of road. 

Mr. 'Paschal offered the fol!owing amendment to Mr. Potter's 
amendment: 

And furt!ier pt'O?Yided, 'l'hnt the proviso herein contained 
shall not extend to any railroad the terminus of which is not 
fixed ot1 the Gulf coast, the bars thereof, or on IJuffalo Bayou; 
adopti:;d. 

l\ir. Brynn offered the. following amendment to Mr. Potter's 
amendment ns amended: 

Arnl that nntbino- in lhis section shall be so construed as to ell· 
tend the donation ~f any existing charters.· 

Adopted, and the amendment-as amended was then adapt~d. 
Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment to second 5eC· 

tion: 
In second line, ,\ftcr t~1c word "road," adu '' 01 its. entire road 



185 

where tbe length may not be so much as l\venty-five miles;" 
adnpted. 

j\fr. Pedigo offored the following amendment to 4th section : 
After lhe word" act," in 4th line, insert the following words: 

'' And shall actually cons111ct the said section of twenty-five miles 
of said road within the time mentioned in said contract;" adopt
ed. 

Mr. Brynn offored the following amendment, to come in at the 
end of section 12: 

And f urtlu,,,>1· provided, That the cenificates for land issned 
nnder the provisions of this act slrnll not be located u~on any 
land surveyed or titled previous to the passage of this act; 
adopted. 

Mr. Potter offered the followino- amendment: 
And.fur•ther provided, 'l'hBt this act sh111l continue in force 

for tho term of six years from the tiine i, shall take effect, and 110 
long-er. 

Mr. Pl.'digo moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
•: bix" and foserting- ''nine" h,_.fore year:!; lost. 

Mr. Keenan offered the following as a substitute to :Mr. Potter's 
amendment: 

That the Legisl"tnre shall at any time have the power to 11ltert 
d1.inge or repeal the provisions of this act ; rejected. 

T!ie amendment was then ndopted by the following vote: 
YEAS-Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Doane, Durst, Hill, Kyle, Mc~ 

Anelly, McDade, Millican, Newma.n, Potter, Soarl>orough, Sub~ 
lett, T -lylor acid Wren-15. 

N.\Ys- Messr$. Burks, Edwards, Gage, Guinn, Jowers, Kee-
11~n. Lott, Murtin, Paschal, Scott, Superviele, Weatherford and 
\\ hitaker-13. 

On moti.on of Mr. Whitaker, the Senate adjourned until 
ID-tnorrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

Fnmu, December 16, 1853. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment- prayer by the 
Ch11.plain-roll called-quorum present. 

The Jon rnal of yesterday was read and adopted . 
. ~r. Sublett presented the petition of John J. Grumbles, ask-
10~ the privilege of erecting a steam mill on the reserved land 
~dJ:1cent to the city of Anstin, on the river Colorado; referred to 
lht! committee on the Judiciary. · 

Mr. Whitaker presented the pe~ition of the heirs of Reuben 
u 


